
Passage 1 

 
1. This passage can be classified as which of the following?  

A) editorial  

B) technical article  

C) autobiography  

D) personal essay 

 

2. The author of this passage would most likely agree with which of the following statements?  

A) Standards of beauty rarely change.  

B) The media contributes to our obsession with beauty.  

C) People are more beautiful than ever before.  

D) Beauty is more important to women than to men. 

 

3. What main concept does the author emphasize in paragraphs three and four?   

A) People are strongly influenced by the images they see.  

B) Celebrities are more obsessed with beauty than regular people.   

C) Relentless exercise is unhealthy.  

D) The weight difference between models and average Americans is increasing.  

 

4. What does elusive mean as it appears in the following sentence? “We are wasting our time, money, and energy 

chasing after an elusive idea, and punishing ourselves when we fail to achieve it. “  

A) complicated  

B) unattainable  

C) exciting  

D) dangerous 

 

5. What literary technique is the author using in the phrase “handsome is as handsome does”?  

A) foreshadowing  

B) metaphor  

C) hyperbole  

D) cliché 
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Passage 2 

 
6. Which literary technique is used in the following sentence from paragraph two?  

“She had made some phone calls and found the ideal teacher to nurture such a prodigy—Madame Oblenka, a stern 

Russian woman of indeterminate age, whose tight bun and pursed lips were enough to intimidate a wi ld horse into 

submission.”  

A) allusion  

B) hyperbole  

C) flashback  

D) foreshadowing 

 

7. Which word best describes the narrator’s parents?  

A) passionate  

B) sensitive  

C) intolerant  

D) well-meaning 

 

8. Which of the following words best describes the style of this passage?  

A) humorous  

B) digressive  

C) simple  

D) fast-paced 



 

9. What is the meaning of the word futile as it appears in the final sentence of paragraph one? “That fact was 

established beyond doubt after prolonged and futile attempts to draw music from me.”  

A) skillful  

B) ineffective  

C) active  

D) stern 

 

10. Which best expresses the conclusion reached by the author in the last two paragraphs?  

A) Parents should encourage their children to create art.  

B) Emotional people tend to be gifted artists.  

C) Art should be seen as a joy, not a duty.  

D) You can only get better at something if you practice. 
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Passage 3 

 
11. What literary device does the author use in the following sentence?  

“He shook his head slowly for so long that I thought he might be having some sort of attack.”  

A) personification  

B) hyperbole  

C) symbolism  

D) metaphor 

 

12. Which best describes the purpose of this passage?  

A) to explain why the narrator likes the Old Timer  

B) to entertain and amuse the reader  

C) to give the reader advice on how to cope with raccoons  

D) to provide an in-depth portrait of the Old Timer 

 

13. From which point of view is this passage told?  

A) third-person limited  

B) third-person omniscient  

C) first-person  

D) second-person 

 

14. How does the narrator’s attitude toward raccoons differ from his family’s?  

A) He considers them dangerous.  

B) He is more practical in his approach to catching them.  

C) He wants to outwit them by any means.  

D) He is convinced that they are intelligent. 

 

15. Based on what the narrator tells us, which word would best describe the Old Timer?  

A) eccentric  

B) wise  

C) friendly  

D) helpful 

 

16. Which best describes the writing style of the author of this passage?  

A) somber  

B) comical  

C) formal  

D) intense 

 

 

 



17. Which of the following lines from this passage includes a simile?  

A) “...a scarecrow with a red hat would keep deer out of the garden, sure as shootin’.”  

B) “‘A raccoon’s cunning, but he’s got no head for figures.’”  

C) “...the deer came the next night and treated out garden like a salad bar.”  

D) “The raccoons pull up the lids as much as my stretch-cords allow.” 
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Passage 4 

 

18. What is the setting of this story?  

A) the Chicago area in the future  

B) the planet Venus in the past  

C) the planet Mars in the future  

D) a spaceship in the future 

 

19. How does the author get the reader’s attention at the end of the story?  

A) by changing the tone of the passage  

B) by revealing the true identity of Professor Hugo  

C) by using irony  

D) by introducing a new character 

 

20. What theme is best conveyed by this story?  

A) how life is endlessly surprising  

B) how technology brings both benefits and dangers  

C) how zoos are impractical and inhumane  

D) how the concept of “normal” varies with perspective 

 

21. What is the most likely reason that the author had Professor Hugo repeat the phrase “peoples of Earth” before 

making his speech?  

A) to show Professor Hugo’s preference of Earth to other planets  

B) to convey the idea that the crowd is large and noisy  

C) to suggest that Professor Hugo is foolish and repetitive  

D) to convey Professor Hugo’s excitement 

 

22. In the second paragraph, the phrase “waiting with wonderment” is an example of which of the follo wing?  

A) allusion  

B) alliteration  

C) simile  

D) dialect 
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Passage 5 

 
23. Which is the most likely reason that the author mentioned recycling?  

A) to propose a solution to waste production  

B) to demonstrate how Americans are committed to recycling  

C) to suggest that recycling is just one part of the solution  

D) to encourage readers to form recycling programs 

 

24. In which paragraph does the author first reveal the direction of her argument?  

A) first  

B) second  

C) third  

D) last 

 



25. The author makes her argument persuasive in which of the following ways?  

A) by addressing possible objections held by the reader  

B) by beginning the passage with a question  

C) by including the opinions of experts  

D) by summarizing her concerns at the end of each paragraph 

 

26. The author’s purpose in this passage is to convince the reader to do which of the following?  

A) to recycle more products than before  

B) to support governmental plans to fight pollution  

C) to reduce use of disposable products  

D) to think of new places to store waste 

 

27. What step does the author propose as a way of reducing waste?  

A) reduce family size by at least half  

B) start a recycling club  

C) use a plastic container for drink refills  

D) urge the government to take action 

 

28. How does the author want you to feel about disposable products?  

A) They are wasteful but necessary.  

B) Americans should stop being so dependent on them.  

C) Americans should start recycling them.  

D) They have greatly improved our lives. 

 

29. How does the author try to capture the reader’s attention in the first paragraph?  

A) by introducing the main topic of the passage  

B) by shocking the reader with a surprising fact  

C) by providing information about garbage dumps  

D) by suggesting that there is no more space for garbage 

 

30. If you wanted to help reduce waste in your own home, which of the following would be the best book for you to 

read?  

A) Nature-Friendly Companies in Our Country  

B) Recycling: A History  

C) Alternative Methods of Waste Disposal  

D) Living an Earth-Friendly Life: A Daily Guide 

 


